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1) RESEARCH DESIGN 
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The hypothesis 
Our goal is to verify the hypothesis that all types of economic entities 

have been involved into the institutionalization processes of the SSE 

and this process is integrating for economics of Slovakia. 

  

Basic research aim 
The primary research aim is to diagnose the present situation in 

institutionalising the SSE in Slovakia and present detection and 

recommendation to improve and strengthen the position SSE entities 

in the SR. 

2) RESEARCH HYPOTHESIS AND AIM 
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Partial research goals 
In order to accomplish the basic aim, it was relevant to achieve an objective 

performance of the partial objectives: 
 

 To define how the SSE concept is perceived, 

 To dedicate  the extent of determining conditions for  efficient SSE activities,  

 To describe the  role of  the SSE entities, 

 To specify the attributes of supportive public policy for the SSE activities, 

 To identify and classify the best relevant representatives of SSE entities, 

 To create the power map of the best relevant representatives of SSE entities, 

 To evaluate and present the best practice of SSE entities (inc. stakeholders), 

 To present detection and recommendation to improve and strengthen the 

position of SSE entities in the SR, 

 To provide integrated and aggregated results of our research to the 

international project team for common elaboration of research results for the 

EU. 
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3) SOCIAL AND SOLIDARITY ENTITIES 
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4) APPLIED METHODS FOR RESEARCH PURPOSES 
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1) DESCRIPTION OF THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 

SITUATION IN SLOVAKIA 
 

Selected important indicators of the economic and social development 
(from credible state and international institutions: Slovak National Bank, Statistical 

Office of the Slovak Republic, Eurostat, World Bank, UNO – with newest data of 

last possible published year): 

 

Geography indicators: population: 5,421,349 inhabitants (31/12/2014); area – 

49,035 km2; capital – Bratislava 

 

Political characteristics: state organization – parliamentary republic; creation of 

the independent Slovak Republic – the 1st January 1993; integration into the 

European Union – the 1st May 2004  
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Demography indicators (2014):  

• Proportion (in%): women 51.26% and men 48.74% 

• Population structure (in %) by age: from 0 to 14: 15.31%; from 15 to 64: 

70,73%; above 65: 13,96% 

• Ethnical structure (in %): Slovaks 81.1% , Hungarians 8.4%, Roma 2.0% , 

Czechs 0.7%, Rusyns 0.6%, others 7.2%  

• Religious structure: 62.0% Roman Catholics, 8.9% Protestants, 3.8% Greek 

Catholics, 0.9% Orthodox, 13.4% atheists and 10.6% did not answer the 

question about their belief (2011) 
 

GDPs:  

• Measured by volume growth generated GDP – showed Slovak economy in 

2014, an annual growth of 2.4% (at constant prices). In comparison with 

2013, Slovak economy accelerated its dynamics by 1 percentage point. 

• For the whole year 2014, the GDP – produced in the volume of 75.215 billion. 

EUR. In comparison with the year 2013 in current prices, an increase of 2.2%. 
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Macroeconomical indicators: 

• Industrial production index (annual percentage changes): 3.7% (2014); 5.2% 

(2013)   

• Balance of foreign trade: 3,348,2 EUR million; 3,381,9 EUR million 

• Total sales of sectors (annual percentage changes): 2.2% (2014);  2.4% 

(2013) 

• Debt ratio (general government gross debt as % of GDP) 54.1% (2014); 

54.6% (2013)   

• Rate of registered unemployment: 13.2 % (2014) ; 14.2% (2013) 
 

Research and development financing – expressed in gross domestic 

expenditures on research and development (GERD): 

• Share of Capital expenditures from Governm. source in total GERD 4,7% 

• Share of Current expenditures from Governm. source in total GERD 34,2% 

• GERD per capita population (112,8EUR)  

• Share of GERD in Gross domestic product (GDP) 0,85 % 
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Social and economic situation in the regions  

Administrative division of the Slovak Republic – created with 8 regions 

and 79 districts: 
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2) MAPPING THE RELEVANT SSE ENTITIES IN THE SR 
Core scientific-research activity of our project in each country is detailed identification 

and mapping of the best relevant (representative) SSE entities. These results were 

obtained after finishing the process: 

Identification of all possible SSE entities from official public open registers (business 

register, trade register, register of civil associations, register of protected manufactory, 

register of self-governing regions, cities and municipalities, register of NPOs,…), 

Confrontation of the selected databases with websites of each concrete SSE entity, 

Segmentation of the best relevant representatives of SSE entities according to the 

adequate quadrant of the “The Power Map of the Evaluated Entities“. 

  

In the next comprehensive review we present the identification and classification of 

the best relevant representatives of SSE entities in the Slovak Republic in two pillar 

parts: 

 Representatives of local and national authorities 

 Representatives of enterprises/organisations/institutions/ in the SSE: 
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Representatives of enterprises/organisations/institutions/ in the SSE (1): 
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Representatives of enterprises/organisations/institutions/ in the SSE (2): 
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3) THE SSE GOOD PRACTICE  
The selection of the best SSE entities (TOP 6) we carried out on the basis of 

the following scientific-research processes: 

 

 Elaboration of the questionnaire for the research of functioning concrete 

SSE entities in Slovakia, 

 Completion (via meeting, skype, call, email) and evaluation of 

questionnaires,  

 Structure of questionnaires: 184 - sent (with communication), 112 partially 

completed, 51 fully completed, 

 Comparison of this obtained information with involved stakeholders 

according to their direct experiences, 

 Evaluation and selection of the best relevant representatives of SSE 

entities (TOP 1 + TOP 2 → TOP 6). 
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1) CONCLUSION 
☺ Missing commercial enterprises in structure of the best SSE entities as a real 

expression of minimal interest in SSE activities, 

 

☺ Variable types of SSE entities (first of all NPOs) substitute and compensate 

the absenting coordinated system of the SSE in the SR, 

 

☺ The biggest barrier for economics of SSE entities of all types – missing 

financial and economical tools to help and facilitate activities of the SSE entities, 

 

☺ High degree of creativity and flexibility in financial sourcing of SSE entities 

(public sources, foundations, % taxes, international and national grants, gifts of 

individuals and legal persons). 
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☺ Selection of the best relevant representatives of SSE entities: 

 Representatives of local and national authorities (10) 

 Representatives of enterprises/organisations/institutions/ in the SSE (30) 

 

☺ The power map of the best relevant representatives of SSE entities is 

created in the quadrants in the following structure of SSE entities: 

A/ [high profile & low power]   20%  

B/ [high profile & high power]  50 %  

C/ [low profile & low power]       0 %  

D/ [low profile & high power]    30 % 
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☺ Selection of the TOP 1: LYRA CHOCOLATE, s.r.o. – private company with 

manufacture and sale of chocolate products, 

 

☺ Selection of the TOP 2 → TOP 6 of SSE entities:  

 NÁVRAT, civic association (NÁVRAT, občianske združenie),  

 OKRASA, production co-operative (OKRASA, výrobné družstvo),  

 VIA IURIS, civic association  (VIA IURIS, občianske združenie),  

 Institute of Christ the High Priest, Žákovce (Inštitút Krista Veľkňaza, 

Žákovce),  

 Foundation for Rescue of the Senné Mansion (Nadácia na záchranu kaštieľa 

Senné),  
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2) RECOMMENDATIONS 
☺ To pass national strategies (with resolution of the National Council) to 

promote the social and solidarity economy in Slovakia; 

 

☺ To apply the agreed realization model of the SSE policy: the national SSE 

strategy → to adopt related laws → to  apply a stimulating system of financial 

and economical tools → to implement a system of public authorities to coordinate 

the SSE activities; 

 

☺ To codify a stimulating system of financial and economical instruments (with 

adequate adaption of related laws): e.g. specialized system of the state supports, 

support grant schemes, tax breaks, tax deductions, etc.; 

 

☺ To arrange consultation centers for existing, new and potential SSE entities 

with goals to enhance and improve  the system and networking of SSE entities; 
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☺ To start training and courses focused on the SSE activities for public and 

students as part of the education system of the SR; 

 

☺ To inform, popularize, eventually organize special awards and workshops for 

operating SSE entities (to motivate population, profit- and non-profit organizations 

to perform the SSE activities practically in daily life); 

 

☺ To evoke and create a supporting network of mutual cooperation  in 

professions´ association, associations of workers, trade unions and customers´ 

associations to improve SSE activities and  mutual cooperation of partner entities; 

 

☺ To initialize and apply efficient marketing tools for mass acceptance of the SEE 

activities by the public in the SR: e.g. the national award, workshops, exhibitions 

and presentations (and other visualization forms) of the best practices of the SSE, 

communication centre for SSE activities, etc. 




